
 

October 2013 
 
On behalf of the City Commission, it is my responsibility and privilege as Mayor of the City of 
Tallahassee to present the approved fiscal year 2014 annual operating budget of $689.2 million 
and the capital budget of $163 million, for a total budget of $852.2 million.  Throughout the entire 
budget process, we were determined to meet citizens’ high expectations by delivering the best 
possible services and remaining fiscally responsible.   

As in previous years, state and national economic conditions have significantly affected overall 
funding.  Nevertheless, I am confident that the final budget represents our best efforts at addressing 
the current economic climate, while attempting to maintain excellent service to our citizens.    

Public workshops have always been part of the budget preparation process, and in recent years the 
City of Tallahassee has placed additional emphasis on obtaining citizens’ input.  Three workshops 
and an online survey were conducted to provide our citizens with the opportunity to be active 
participants in the budget discussion.  During the workshops, the public, the City Commission, and 
City staff listened, learned from each other, and offered comments on the proposed budget 
priorities.  The resulting dialog helped the Commission understand citizens’ priorities and align 
our financial resources according to community needs.  

I am grateful to the Commissioners for their leadership and commitment throughout this budget 
process.  In addition, the City staff – particularly the budget staff – are to be commended for their 
hard work and dedication.  Looking ahead, as the economy continues to improve, we are hopeful 
that next year’s process will enable your city government to maintain its commitment to fostering 
a prosperous local economy and a high quality of life for its residents.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
John R. Marks III 
Mayor 
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