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EDITORS

OPINION

Zing!
READERS’ OPINIONS
STATED SUCCINCTLY
Is there a way we can send our city and
county commissioners into a transfer
portal?

An 8% pay raise is not insulting. Why
won't the union let the members vote
and be heard?

Phew! That Stetson baseball team is
really good!

Would you run in a burning structure to
put a fire out for $21.66 a hour? Would
you walk into a situation where there was
open gun fire for $24 an hour?

I guess the solution to the homeless
problem is debtors prison.

It is only a matter of time before the
Miccosukee Greenway becomes the
Paved Way!

Stay in Jefferson County Jackie Pons.

Those fees and property taxes are
brought to you by all those state and
federal legislators you keep voting for
over and over again.

Apparently, that package offered to TFD
isn't as robust and fair as the Mayor/City
Manager think it is.

Republicans have the largest voter
registration margin in 36 years! Get over
it left wing Zing!ers and live with the new
reality!

Florida Legislature to the homeless: "Are
there no prisons? Are there no
workhouses?"

We're losing trained, experienced
professionals. Pay our firefighters a
professional wage. I stand with Porter,
Matlow and our firefighters.

They're paving paradise and putting up a
roundabout.

I would caution the Republican Party of
Florida, don't count your ballots before
they are cast.

It's a free country. If the firefighters
don't like their pay or working
conditions, they are free to seek other
employment.

Instead of being critical of Ms. Scott,
maybe Elon Musk should try donating
significant amounts of money to charity
too.

JetBlue. Use it or lose it Tallahassee.

Summer vacation? Visit Tallahassee.com/zing to
submit your Zing! 

With over $1.1 billion in federal Broadband Equity,
Access, and Deployment (BEAD) program funds com-
ing to Florida, we face the historic opportunity to en-
sure that every resident has access to reliable, high-
speed internet. Whether we reach this goal will de-
pend on the choices we make with these investments.

Lacking access to the internet isn’t just a nuisance
in today’s digital-first world – it robs families and
loved ones of critical economic, educational, and so-
cial opportunities. That’s the unfortunate reality for
the 11% of households in our state still without access
to broadband internet. These statistics are even more
alarming when we dig into the disaggregated data,
which shows more than 1 in 5 households remain dis-
connected across 17 of Florida’s 67 counties.

Thanks to the hundreds of millions in Broadband
Opportunity Program funding distributed across
Florida, we have made significant strides expanding
connectivity these past few years. Statewide access
to connectivity has increased 10 percentage points
between 2017 (78.6%) and 2022 (88.8%). Further in-
vestments from the BEAD program will allow us to
make even more progress to reach every still-un-
served corner of our state.

These areas include communities like Madison
County in the Panhandle where a staggering 35% of
households lack broadband access, among the high-
est rates found across the entire state. This broad-
band gap has profound real-life implications for resi-
dents that were made especially clear during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. Students with broadband access
transitioned to online learning, while their uncon-
nected counterparts were shut out of virtual class-
rooms. Elderly residents with broadband access
moved in-person health appointments online, while
those unconnected were left without critical lifelines
to health care.

If we are serious about maximizing each dollar of

BEAD funding to connect all Floridians, including those
in Madison County, rigorous oversight and strategic
planning of these investments are imperative. Our
state leaders must make wise choices to close the digi-
tal divide most effectively.

First and foremost, this means prioritizing unserved
areas. Instead of siphoning money away to communi-
ties that already have internet access, or are scheduled
to receive service, we must focus on bringing connec-
tivity to areas without any access. Otherwise, areas like
Madison County will remain unserved.

This also means breaking down the policy and regu-
latory obstacles that stand in the way of efficient broad-
band deployment. Internet service providers (ISPs) al-
ready face numerous obstacles when building out net-
works to unserved, rural communities. They range
from geographic and terrain challenges to heavy-hand-
ed contracting rules and operational barriers. We won’t
be able to connect all Floridians without clearing obsta-
cles to speed up this critical work.

Finally, this means working with ISPs that have the
proven technical, financial, and managerial expertise
to deploy broadband to rural areas on-budget and on-
time. One clear recipe for success already working in
hundreds of communities across the state are public-
private partnerships, which leverage the ISPs’ exper-
tise in not only building but maintaining and upgrading
networks. 

Fortunately, Florida is home to many trusted provid-
ers that are already working hand-in-hand with our
state leaders to connect rural, unserved communities.
Just this year, thanks to $6 million of state funding,
Comcast will be expanding internet access to another
1,383 residents of rural northeast Leon County – finally
bringing digital opportunity to some of North Florida’s
underserved residents. One large cable ISP in north
central Florida pledged a $20 million investment to
connect parts of Alachua, Gilchrist, Marion, and Put-
nam counties with all-fiber networks. Another large
cable ISP is bringing internet service to almost 40,000
Floridians across 22 counties.

A fully connected Florida is finally within reach.
Let’s not waste this historic opportunity.

Brad Swanson is President & CEO of Florida Internet
& Television.

Every Floridian deserves
access to digital opportunity

Your Turn
Brad Swanson

Guest columnist

Spring break week in Tallahassee is a time not
only for pollen and the glorious profusion of flow-
ers, but it is also a time when a special spring break
week camp known as “Jesse’s Camps” takes place
at five of our local community centers.

The seed for Jesse’s camps was planted in 2010
when then director of Tallahassee’s Department of
Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood Affairs, Dee
Crumpler, agreed to allow me to create “something”
for youngsters in our community who would enjoy
similar activities that my son enjoyed before his
untimely death at age 5 1⁄2.

Our family was a softball family with Jesse’s
dad, stepmom and myself being city league soft-
ball umpires. Jesse loved being at the ball parks
and loved running bases in between games. He was
a member of the Tumbling Tots program. Current
Tallahassee Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood
Affairs director Ashley Edwards and her staff have
opened our community centers as home to that
“something” which has become a week-long spring
break camp for youngsters who otherwise had no
special programs during the spring break week.

As an old social worker, my tendency is to make
use of community resources and to ensure that
time spent together is meaningful, inspirational,
thought provoking, and filled with delight. These
week-long camps are a great opportunity to em-
power, enrich, and inspire our youngsters while
having fun.

We live in an incredibly giving community
where friends and colleagues from all walks of life
have gladly accepted an invitation to participate
with our youngsters. Special guests have included
former Justice Peggy Quince who was the first Afri-
can-American female justice of the Florida Su-
preme Court. We have had special classes designed
for our group including presentations on conflict
resolution, cooperative games, writing poetry,
making peace quilts, science programs and more.

This year’s guests included City Commissioner
Curtis Richardson who welcomed each group of
youngsters and encouraged them to get an educa-

tion, vote when they turn 18 and become actively
involved in community. We also welcomed forester
Stan Rosenthal who took a group on a walk through
the woods and taught the basics of tree identifica-
tion. College Football Hall of Famer (UF) Carlos Al-
varez shared his life story and lessons learned on
and off the field. Music therapist Jane Estrada, the
Tallahassee Youth Orchestra, and Mary Allgire and
the Long Forgotten String Band all contributed to
filling our days with music. Our School Board
members returned this year to read books to our
youngsters and to encourage them in their studies.

Tallahassee’s hidden gems and treasures are our
community centers. Not only are they home to Jes-
se’s Camps, but throughout the year their staff are
committed to the well-being of community and
providing excellence in service.

Our thanks especially to Ashley Edwards and
the incredible staff at our community centers.
Their dedication to our youngsters and community
throughout the year are a testament to the caring
nature of our community.

Please visit our website for more information
https://www.talgov.com/parks/JesseCorreiaMe-
morialScholarship

Martha Weinstein is the founder of Jesse’s
Camps and does fund raising throughout the year
to support it. She has called Tallahassee home for
48 years and enjoys creating peace in her endeav-
ors. She is grateful to be allowed to celebrate and
honor her son Jesse’s life in such a meaningful way.

Jesse’s Camps has a home at
Tallahassee’s hidden gems

Your Turn
Martha Weinstein

Guest columnist

Dance instructor Mary Allgire leads an old time
dance. PROVIDED PHOTO


