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BFIP SPOTLIGHT

• Installing an awning, new 
windows and protective doors

• Repairing wood rot

• Upgrading lighting and electrical 
wiring

• Sealing the parking lot and 
painting parking lines 

• Pressure washing the building

The project was completed in January 
2021. These improvements have 
created a safer, more attractive and 
welcoming space for Project Annie’s 
volunteers and the community 
members they serve.

To learn more about project funding 
opportunities through the CRA, visit 
Talgov.com/CRA.

Through the CRA Business Facility 
Improvement Program (BFIP), 
businesses can receive grants to 
fund improvements to the façade of 
commercial structures and properties 
located within the boundaries of the 
GFS District.

In September 2020, Project Annie - a 
nonprofit food pantry serving Greater 
Frenchtown - was awarded a $19,938 
grant through the BFIP. The grant 
made it possible for Project Annie 
to make several improvements to 
its building at 625 West 4th Avenue, 
including:

• Adding accent trim for a more 
modern look

affordable housing in our community, 
and we want to get residents into new 
homes as quickly as possible. Moving 
forward with construction now helps 
us speed up the development process 
and give residents an opportunity to 
see their future home before buying,” 
CRA Board Chair Dianne Williams-Cox 
said. 

A budget of $885,000 has been allocated 
to the New Home Infill Program, and 
construction of the six speculative 
homes is expected to be completed by 
the end of this summer. 

For more information about the 
New Home Infill Program, visit  
Talgov.com/Housing.

The CRA Board approved the 
construction of single-family 
speculative homes through the City of 
Tallahassee’s New Home Infill Program 
at its May meeting. 

At the direction of the CRA Board, 
the New Home Infill Program was 
developed to help alleviate the shortage 
in availability of affordable housing and 
provide a pathway to home ownership 
for low- to moderate-income residents. 
With support from the GFS Citizens 
Advisory Committee, the City and CRA 
Board designated six vacant parcels in 
the GFS District where homes can be 
built as part of the program.  

“We know there’s a high demand for 

CRA CALENDAR

TALGOV.COM/CRA*Meeting dates, times, and locations subject to change. Call the Department of Communications at 850-891-8533 for 
information, or you may view the current meeting agenda online at Talgov.com. Follow @CityofTLH on Twitter for City news.

After being prepared through community input 
and reviewed by the GFS District Citizens’ Advisory 
Committee, the Greater Frenchtown/Southside 
Strategic Investment Plan was approved by the CRA 
Board in January 2021. This plan further focuses the 
CRA’s efforts to best meet the community’s stated 
priorities for the GFS District. It also complements 
the GFS Redevelopment Plan, providing the path to 
achieving the community’s goals.
The priority areas addressed in the investment plan 
are Economic Development, Impact on Poverty, 
Public Safety, Quality of Life, Public Infrastructure, 
Public Trust and Organizational Effectiveness. The 
plan outlines these goals in order of importance as 
ranked by GFS residents and business owners.
Below is an overview of the priorities, goals and 
objectives from the Strategic Investment Plan, which 
will help guide the next five years of planning for the 
redevelopment area.
Priority Area 1: Economic Development
Goal: To create a thriving economic environment in 
the GFS District
This goal will be achieved by attracting new and 

retaining existing businesses through investment 
in small local businesses, along with investment in 
medium- and large-scale redevelopment projects that 
meet or exceed Minority Woman and Small Business 
Enterprise (MWSBE) participation goals.
Priority Area 2: Impact on Poverty
Goal: To assist GFS residents with access to resources 
which lead to opportunities for wealth accumulation
This goal will be achieved by increasing the 
availability of affordable, mixed-income housing; 
encouraging a quality education; and supporting 
social services for GFS residents.
Priority Area 3: Public Safety
Goal: To create a place where residents and visitors feel 
safe and secure
This goal will be achieved by increasing neighborhood 
safety through funding improvements such as 
upgraded lighting, crosswalks and traffic calming.
Priority Area 4: Quality of Life
Goal: To promote a healthy, vibrant and culturally rich 
community
This goal will be achieved by enhancing the beauty 

of GFS neighborhoods; promoting arts, cultural, 
entertainment and historic character; and enhancing 
public spaces and parks.
Priority Area 5: Public Infrastructure
Goal: To provide GFS residents with various means of 
safe mobility and improved infrastructure
This goal will be achieved by enhancing new and 
improving existing infrastructure through projects 
such as crosswalks, bus shelters and bike lanes.
Priority Area 6: Public Trust and 
Organizational Effectiveness
Goal: To create an environment where residents are 
encouraged to participate in the civic process, ensuring 
redevelopment efforts align with community goals
This goal will be achieved by facilitating community 
participation through engagement workshops and 
informational newsletters, among other efforts.
Stay engaged as the Strategic Investment Plan is 
implemented by visiting Talgov.com/CRA.

June 8 – GFS District CAC meeting at 6 p.m. at Smith-Williams Service Center, 2295 
Pasco St.
July 6 – Downtown Redevelopment Committee meeting at 9 a.m. at Smith-Williams 
Service Center
July 8 – CRA Board meeting at 9:30 a.m. at City Hall, 300 S. Adams St.
August 3 – GFS District CAC meeting at 6 p.m. at Smith-Williams Service Center

funding for the Heart-of-the-Hill 
placemaking project in the Providence 
neighborhood. This project aims to 
establish the 1400 and 1500 blocks 
of Lake Avenue as the focal area of 
the neighborhood, as envisioned 
by residents. The project includes 
traffic, pedestrian and streetscape 
improvements to enhance safety and 
beautify the area.

At its March 2021 meeting, the 
CRA Board approved $275,000 in 
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